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Contact: Ray Ladd
(805) 756-7432, rladd@calpoly.edu
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Cal Poly Architecture Department To Host Design Communication Conference Jan. 8-10
SAN LUIS OBISPO – A group of distinguished design professionals will give the keynote talks at the biannual
Design Communication Association (DCA) Conference at Cal Poly Jan. 8-10.
The conference, hosted by the university’s Architecture Department, is considered the premier national
gathering of drawing and visual communication teachers from architecture, interior design and landscape
architecture programs. The talks are free and open to the public, especially practicing professionals.
“The speakers will enrich the conference’s dialog by sharing their experiences and perspectives concerning
creating and using design communications in the development and communication of their work,” said
William R. Benedict, associate director of Cal Poly’s Architecture Department and 2004 DCA Conference
Chair. “It is a time for those that are involved in and love drawing and the creation of design communications
to meet and share ideas that will impact the quality of the education of future design professionals.”
The talks will address when and why different communication techniques are used, time and cost
considerations, internal versus external communications, how communication techniques change to support
different points in the design and development process,
how design communication has changed and its affect on design skills, and where design communications are
going and what skills are required to facilitate them.
Presenters include Cal Poly alumnus C. Thomas Gilman, president of DES Architects + Engineers, who will
speak from 6 to 8 p.m. Jan. 8 in the Business Building Rotunda (Room 213). Gilman’s design efforts have
included an interest and continual search for better methods of communicating design and for a better
interaction between process and result. His experience in diverse building types has helped the firm
pursue a wide range of projects that include healthcare, science and technology, education and corporate
work. Gilman’s background also includes mixed use and urban design projects. He earned a Bachelor of
Architecture degree from Cal Poly in 1972.
Lawrence M. Rocha and Robert D. Schaeffer from Wimberly Allison Tong & Goo (WATG) will speak from
5 to 7 p.m. Jan. 9 in the Business Building Rotunda. Wimberly Allison Tong & Goo has been designing
destinations for more than 58 years – “places that delight their visitors and satisfy their owners, too,”
according to conference chair Benedict. WATG has designed more hospitality projects than any other firm in
the world. Their work spans 130 countries and territories on six continents and is
acclaimed for excellence in design and creativity. WATG has offices in Newport Beach, Los Angeles, Seattle,
Honolulu, Orlando, London, and Singapore and a staff of more than 300 professionals.
George F. Garcia, principal architect and chief executive officer of garcia architecture + design, will give a
presentation from 5 to 7 p.m. Jan. 10 in the Rotunda. Founded in 1998, garcia architecture + design is a
multidisciplinary design firm of architects, engineers, artists, craftsmen, sculptors, painters and graphic
designers. Headquartered in
San Luis Obispo, the company provides complete and comprehensive architectural design services for clients
locally and throughout the western United States. In a very short time, garcia architecture + design has
established itself as one of the leading architectural design firms in the county, with clients ranging from
governmental agencies,
international corporations, local business, individuals and nonprofit organizations.
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For more information on the conference, contact Benedict at 756-1316 or wbenedic@calpoly.edu.
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